
M e m o r a n d u m  State of California 
  

To: California Healthcare Workforce Policy Commission Date: August 24, 2006 
 
 

From: Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development 
 
 

Subject: Proposed revision to the Primary Care Shortage Areas 

The Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) proposes to revise 
the Primary Care Shortage Areas (PCSA) established by the California Healthcare 
Workforce Policy Commission (Commission).  The proposed revisions incorporate 
updated data. 

 

History 

On January 26, 2004, the Commission formally adopted a means to create the PCSA 
map.  The process for identifying PCSAs uses the rule base listed below.  In April 2006, 
the OSHPD staff presented the Commission with information suggesting an update to 
the map to include current data on (1) physicians, (2) poverty and (3) population.   

 

Percent below Poverty Level (100%)  Physician-to-Population Ratio 

 Value Range Weighted Score   Value Range Weighted Score 

5.0 or Less         0  Lower than 1:1,000        0 

5.1 – 10.0         1  1:1,000 to 1:1,500        1 

10.1 – 15.0         2  1:1,500 to 1:2,000        2 

15.1 – 20.0         3  1:2,000 to 1:2,500        3 

20.1 – 25.0         4  1:2,500 to 1:3,000        4 

25.1 or Greater         5 (maximum)  Higher than 1:3,000        5 (maximum)1 * 

 

Any MSSA with a score of 5 or greater is defined as a PCSA. 

                                            
1 The maximum weighted score (5) is applied if no providers are identified in the MSSA. 
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Proposal 

The OSHPD proposes to revise the PCSA map with 2005 data about physician 
locations and demographics.  The proposed revision is based on updated data only; 
OSHPD staff are not suggesting changing the rule base for calculating the map. 

 

Background 

PCSAs are used as a means to help the Commission rank applications based on the 
number of program graduates and training sites inside areas of unmet need.  PCSAs 
are the only consistently applied rule base to defining shortages of physicians, as the 
other designations are applicant based and require prior knowledge that a shortage 
might exist.  Therefore, it is required that the Commission update the PCSA map to a 
current picture of the workforce landscape. 
 
The data used for this update includes: 

• 2005 InfoUSA data on the physical address of practicing primary care physicians 
in the State.  This data is aggregated by Medical Service Study Area (MSSA) to 
obtain a count of primary care physicians by MSSA. 

• 2005 Claritas © population data by census tract, aggregated to MSSA. 
• 2005 Claritas © income data, used to calculate percent poverty, by census tract, 

aggregated to MSSA. 
 
The previous PCSA map used 2004 Primary Care physician data and 2000 population 
and poverty data. 
 
Recommendation 
OSHPD staff recommends that the Commission adopt the updated map based on new 
and consistently current data using the existing rule base.   

 
 
Recommended Motion 
The OSHPD recommends the Commission adopt this paper as a formal motion, thereby 
revising the PCSA with 2005 data.  The following MSSAs meet the recommend criteria 
for PCSA designation: 
 
 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE 
Alameda 1.1 5 
Alameda 2a 7 
Alameda 2c 7 
Alameda 2d 9 
Alameda 2h 5 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE
Alameda 2i 5 
Alameda 2n 7 
Alpine 3 5 
Amador 5 5 
Amador 6 6 
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COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE 
Butte 10 6 
Butte 11 5 
Butte 7.1 5 
Butte 7.2 5 
Butte 7.3 5 
Butte 7.4 5 
Butte 9 5 
Calaveras 12 5 
Colusa 16.1 8 
Colusa 16.2 5 
Colusa 16.3 5 
Contra Costa 18b 7 
Contra Costa 18d 6 
Contra Costa 18e 5 
Contra Costa 18f 7 
Contra Costa 18g 6 
Del Norte 19 5 
El Dorado 22 5 
El Dorado 23.1 5 
El Dorado 23.2 6 
Fresno 25 10 
Fresno 26 10 
Fresno 27 6 
Fresno 28 5 
Fresno 29 9 
Fresno 30 10 
Fresno 32 9 
Fresno 35b 7 
Fresno 35c 6 
Fresno 35d 8 
Fresno 35e 10 
Glenn 36.1 6 
Glenn 36.2 5 
Glenn 37 7 
Humboldt 38 5 
Humboldt 44 8 
Imperial 46 5 
Imperial 47 8 
Imperial 49 6 
Imperial 50 6 
Inyo 54 5 
Inyo 56 5 
Kern 57.1 5 
Kern 57.2 8 
Kern 58.1 9 
Kern 58.2 9 
Kern 59 7 
Kern 60 7 
Kern 61 10 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE
Kern 62 7 
Kern 63 8 
Kern 65 7 
Kern 66b 10 
Kern 66c 7 
Kings 67 8 
Kings 68 8 
Kings 69 6 
Lake 70.2 9 
Lake 71.1 6 
Lake 71.3 6 
Lassen 73 5 
Lassen 74 5 
Lassen 75 5 
Los Angeles 76.1b 6 
Los Angeles 76.2 5 
Los Angeles 77.1a 7 
Los Angeles 77.1c 6 
Los Angeles 77.2 5 
Los Angeles 77.3 5 
Los Angeles 77.4 5 
Los Angeles 77.5 5 
Los Angeles 78.1 5 
Los Angeles 78.2a 9 
Los Angeles 78.2aaa 10 
Los Angeles 78.2b 10 
Los Angeles 78.2bb 10 
Los Angeles 78.2bbb 10 
Los Angeles 78.2bbbb 9 
Los Angeles 78.2c 9 
Los Angeles 78.2cc 9 
Los Angeles 78.2ccc 9 
Los Angeles 78.2cccc 6 
Los Angeles 78.2d 10 
Los Angeles 78.2dd 7 
Los Angeles 78.2ddd 10 
Los Angeles 78.2dddd 6 
Los Angeles 78.2e 10 
Los Angeles 78.2eeee 6 
Los Angeles 78.2f 7 
Los Angeles 78.2ff 9 
Los Angeles 78.2fff 10 
Los Angeles 78.2ffff 5 
Los Angeles 78.2g 7 
Los Angeles 78.2gg 7 
Los Angeles 78.2ggg 10 
Los Angeles 78.2gggg 6 
Los Angeles 78.2h 10 
Los Angeles 78.2hh 6 
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COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE 
Los Angeles 78.2hhh 9 
Los Angeles 78.2hhhh 9 
Los Angeles 78.2i 10 
Los Angeles 78.2ii 5 
Los Angeles 78.2iii 9 
Los Angeles 78.2iiii 7 
Los Angeles 78.2j 5 
Los Angeles 78.2jjj 10 
Los Angeles 78.2jjjj 7 
Los Angeles 78.2k 10 
Los Angeles 78.2kk 8 
Los Angeles 78.2l 10 
Los Angeles 78.2ll 9 
Los Angeles 78.2m 6 
Los Angeles 78.2mmm 10 
Los Angeles 78.2n 6 
Los Angeles 78.2nn 6 
Los Angeles 78.2nnn 10 
Los Angeles 78.2o 5 
Los Angeles 78.2oo 10 
Los Angeles 78.2ooo 9 
Los Angeles 78.2p 10 
Los Angeles 78.2pp 7 
Los Angeles 78.2ppp 9 
Los Angeles 78.2q 6 
Los Angeles 78.2qq 5 
Los Angeles 78.2qqq 7 
Los Angeles 78.2r 9 
Los Angeles 78.2rr 6 
Los Angeles 78.2rrr 6 
Los Angeles 78.2s 10 
Los Angeles 78.2ss 9 
Los Angeles 78.2sss 7 
Los Angeles 78.2t 6 
Los Angeles 78.2ttt 7 
Los Angeles 78.2uuu 9 
Los Angeles 78.2v 7 
Los Angeles 78.2vv 7 
Los Angeles 78.2vvv 6 
Los Angeles 78.2xxx 5 
Los Angeles 78.2y 7 
Los Angeles 78.2yyy 8 
Los Angeles 78.2z 8 
Los Angeles 78.2zzz 7 
Madera 79.2 7 
Madera 80 6 
Marin 81 6 
Mariposa 85 5 
Mariposa 86 5 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE
Mendocino 87.1 5 
Mendocino 88 7 
Mendocino 90 5 
Mendocino 92 8 
Mendocino 93.2 6 
Mendocino 93.3 5 
Mendocino 93.4 5 
Mendocino 93.5 5 
Merced 94 7 
Merced 95 8 
Merced 96 9 
Merced 97.2 7 
Merced 97.3 10 
Modoc 100 6 
Modoc 98 9 
Mono 103 5 
Monterey 104 5 
Monterey 105 9 
Monterey 106 5 
Monterey 107 8 
Monterey 108 6 
Monterey 109.1 7 
Napa 111.2 6 
Napa 111.3 5 
Orange 115.2b 5 
Orange 116a 7 
Orange 116b 10 
Orange 116c 5 
Orange 116g 8 
Orange 116i 8 
Orange 116k 6 
Orange 116m 5 
Orange 116n 6 
Orange 116q 7 
Orange 116r 7 
Orange 116s 6 
Orange 116t 5 
Orange 116u 5 
Orange 116v 5 
Placer 117 7 
Placer 118 6 
Placer 120 5 
Placer 121.2 5 
Riverside 127 5 
Riverside 128 8 
Riverside 129.2 8 
Riverside 129.3 7 
Riverside 130 5 
Riverside 131a 7 
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COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE 
Riverside 131b 5 
Riverside 132 5 
Riverside 133.1 5 
Riverside 133.2 5 
Riverside 133.3 5 
Riverside 134 8 
Riverside 135a 10 
Riverside 135b 7 
Riverside 135d 6 
Riverside 135e 6 
Riverside 135g 7 
Sacramento 136 6 
Sacramento 137 5 
Sacramento 138 5 
Sacramento 139a 7 
Sacramento 139c 6 
Sacramento 139e 6 
Sacramento 139f 10 
Sacramento 139j 10 
Sacramento 139k 9 
San Benito 140 6 
San Bernardino 142 5 
San Bernardino 143 9 
San Bernardino 144.1 5 
San Bernardino 144.2 5 
San Bernardino 144.3 6 
San Bernardino 145.1b 7 
San Bernardino 145.2 9 
San Bernardino 145.3 5 
San Bernardino 146 7 
San Bernardino 147 5 
San Bernardino 148 5 
San Bernardino 150 5 
San Bernardino 151a 5 
San Bernardino 151b 7 
San Bernardino 151c 6 
San Bernardino 151d 6 
San Bernardino 151e 6 
San Bernardino 151f 9 
San Bernardino 151g 9 
San Bernardino 151h 9 
San Bernardino 151i 6 
San Bernardino 151j 6 
San Bernardino 151k 9 
San Bernardino 151l 6 
San Diego 152 5 
San Diego 153.1 5 
San Diego 154 5 
San Diego 155 6 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE
San Diego 156a 8 
San Diego 156b 6 
San Diego 156f 5 
San Diego 157 5 
San Diego 158.1 6 
San Diego 158.2 5 
San Diego 159 8 
San Diego 160 6 
San Diego 161a 8 
San Diego 161c 10 
San Diego 161d 10 
San Diego 161g 7 
San Diego 161h 8 
San Diego 161i 6 
San Diego 161j 9 
San Diego 161k 5 
San Diego 161l 6 
San Diego 161m 6 
San Diego 161n 6 
San Diego 161o 5 
San Diego 161p 5 
San Diego 161t 6 
San Diego 161u 6 
San Diego 161v 6 
San Francisco 162a 9 
San Francisco 162d 6 
San Francisco 162e 5 
San Francisco 162f 8 
San Joaquin 164.1 5 
San Joaquin 164.2 6 
San Joaquin 167 6 
San Joaquin 168 5 
San Joaquin 169a 5 
San Joaquin 169b 8 
San Joaquin 169c 7 
San Luis Obispo 171 5 
San Luis Obispo 173 7 
San Mateo 175.1 5 
San Mateo 175.2 6 
San Mateo 175.3 5 
San Mateo 176a 5 
San Mateo 176b 7 
Santa Barbara 177 7 
Santa Barbara 178.2 7 
Santa Barbara 180.2 5 
Santa Barbara 181a 7 
Santa Clara 183d 9 
Santa Clara 183e 7 
Santa Clara 183f 5 
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COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE 
Santa Clara 183g 5 
Santa Clara 183h 7 
Santa Clara 183k 5 
Santa Clara 183l 6 
Santa Clara 183o 6 
Santa Cruz 185.2 5 
Santa Cruz 185.5 5 
Shasta 186 8 
Shasta 187 5 
Shasta 188.1 7 
Shasta 188.2 7 
Shasta 189.1 6 
Shasta 189.3 8 
Sierra 191 7 
Siskiyou 193 5 
Siskiyou 194 5 
Siskiyou 196 5 
Siskiyou 199 5 
Solano 201 6 
Solano 203.1 6 
Solano 203.2 7 
Sonoma 205.2 6 
Sonoma 206 6 
Sonoma 207 7 
Sonoma 209.1 5 
Sonoma 209.2 5 
Stanislaus 211 7 
Stanislaus 212.1 5 
Stanislaus 212.2 5 
Stanislaus 212.3 5 
Stanislaus 213 8 
Stanislaus 214 6 
Stanislaus 215c 10 
Sutter 217 5 

COUNTY MSSA PCSA_SCORE
Sutter 218 5 
Tehama 219 5 
Tehama 220 5 
Tehama 222 6 
Trinity 223 5 
Trinity 224 7 
Trinity 225 5 
Trinity 226 5 
Tulare 227.1 9 
Tulare 227.2 10 
Tulare 228.1 10 
Tulare 228.2 10 
Tulare 229 5 
Tulare 230 8 
Tulare 231 10 
Tulare 232 5 
Tulare 233 5 
Tuolumne 234.1 5 
Tuolumne 235 6 
Ventura 240a 5 
Ventura 240c 6 
Ventura 241a 7 
Yolo 242 5 
Yolo 243 5 
Yolo 244 5 
Yolo 245 9 
Yolo 246.2 5 
Yuba 247 6 
Yuba 248 8 
Yuba 249 6 
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