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July 21, 2006
Alex Watt
Healthcare Information Division

OSHPD – Accounting and Reporting Systems Section

818 K Street, Room 400

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re:
Chargemaster Reporting for John Muir Health
Dear Mr. Watt:

I am writing in response to your e-mail dated July 20, 2006 and our subsequent telephone conversations regarding the files I submitted in June for John Muir Medical Center Concord, John Muir Medical Center Walnut Creek and John Muir Behavioral Health Center Concord.

The entire chargemaster as of June 1, 2006 was submitted for all three hospitals.  The files included all line items including those with zero charges.  Zero dollar charge line items appear in the chargemasters for one of the following reasons:
· The line item is a panel master representing linked charges.  The panel has a zero charge and the individual items linked to the panel each have a charge code with a dollar charge.
· The line item is a place holder for order communication with other departments.

· The line item represents a statistical or productivity count only.

· The line item is a place holder for a supply that is orderable, but not separately chargeable.

· The item is no longer used or provided but the charge code has not yet been deleted from the chargemaster.  
We discussed these reasons when we spoke on the telephone, and you confirmed that it was not necessary for me to re-submit our files.
Documents attached in your July 20, 2006 e-mail also referenced that the submitted lists of out patient procedures appear to contain charges for inpatient services or charges for supplies.  Please know that the lists for all three hospitals contain outpatient procedures, tests or services.  No supply items or inpatient charges are listed.
I trust that this information clarifies any questions you and your office have about our 2006 CDM submission to OSHPD.  If you require any other additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me directly at 925-941-2251.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Martha Plante, RN

Coordinator, Charge Description Master
Revenue Management
